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Process for Incorporation of UV-luminescent Compounds in Polmeric Materials. 

The present invention relates to a process for the preparation of UV luminescent polymeric 
materials and their uses. 

There is a need for furnishing textiles with covert effects, which may act as security 
markings, as special effects or as decorations that only become visible under UV irradiation. 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to provide a dyeing composition comprising 
a substance which is invisible to the unaided eye but yields a strong luminescence under UV 
exposure and which composition can be used for all conventional dyeing applications of 
polymeric materials including textiles such as wool, silk, cellulosic materials, natural and 
synthetic fibres as well as for the mass dyeing of polymeric materials including those used in 
textile and plastic applications. 

Tha invention ralateR tn a prepress for t h *> preparation nf luminescent polymeric f i bres 

characterised in that the fibres are treated with a composition comprising 

(a) _one or more luminescent lanthanide chelates containing three or four organic anionic 
Hgands having at least one UV absorbing group and 

(b) one or more solvents. - 

Preferably, component (a) is a compound of formula I 

U-Ln^ChOn (I), 
wherein Ln represents a lanthanide, 

Ch' is a negatively charged ligand containing at least one UV absorbing double bond, 
n denotes 3 or 4, m denotes a number from 0 to 4, 

in case n is 3, m denotes a number from 0 to 4 and L is a neutral monodentate or 
pol vdentate ni trogen-, oxygen- or sulfur-containing liaand or. in case n is 4, m denotes 1 anc 
Lis a single-charged cation. 



More preferably, component (a) is a compound of formula II, III or IV 



-" - • 
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brr 



3+— 




(H); 



n 



L m Ln 




(HI), 



n 



L^Ln^tRrOln (IV), 

wherein Ln represents a lanthanide, 

n denotes 3 or 4, m denotes a number from 0 to 4 

in case n is 3, m denotes a number from 0 to 4 and L is a neutral monodentate or 
polydentate nitrogen-, oxygen- or sulfur-containing ligand or, in case n is 4, m denotes 1 and 
L is a single-charged cation, 

R 2 , is hydrogen or C r C sa lkyl t and- . 

R t and R3 are each independently of the other hydrogen, CpCealkyl, CF 3t C5-C 24 aryl or 
C 4 -C 2 4heteroaryl. 

The compounds of formula I, II, III or IV can basically contain any neutral monodentate or 
polydentate nitrogen-, oxygen- or sulfur-containing ligand such as, for example, 
unsubstituted or substituted pyridine, pyrazine, piperidine, quinoline, aniline, bipyridine, 
phenanthroline, terpyridine, imidazole, benzimidazole, bisimidazole, bisbenzimidazole, 
pyrimidlne, bipyrimidine, naphthyridine, alkylamine, dialkylamine, triaikylamine. alkylene 
polyamine, dioxane, dimethylsulfoxide, dimethylformamide, phosphine-oxide derivative 
(trialkyl or triaryl), triazine, bistriazine, oxazole, bisoxazole, oxazoline, bisoxazoline and 
substituted derivatives thereof and all relevant (poly)N-oxide derivatives of above cited 
ligands. . 

Particularly preferred are compounds of formula I, II, III or IV wherein n denotes 3 and L is a 
nitrogen-containing ligand. 



Since L can be a polychelating ligand, like for example 4,4 , -bipyridyl, the compounds of 
formula I, II, III and IV include multimetallic chelates, such as for example the compounds of 
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formula XIII and XIV, containing two M m -(diketone) 3 or M , "-(carboxylate) 3 units connected via- 

jaJaidentateJigand: : — : — • • , ; , ■ — ; — z '■ — : — : : ; — 




When n denotes 4, L as single-charged cation can be basically any metal cation (e.g. Li\ K*. 
Na*), unsubstituted or substituted ammonium (e.g. NH 4 *. polyalkylammonium) or any 
protonated or alkylated monodentate or polydentate ligand as described above. 

Preferred positively charged ligands are piperidinium, ammonium, alkylammonlum, 
dialkytammonium and. in particular, trialkylammonium. 

Triethylammonium is especially preferred. 

Particularly preferred are compounds of formula I, II, III or IV wherein L is a compound of 
formulae V to XII 




(Xll). 



or a cation of the formula H-N*(R 7 )3. 
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wherein R4, R§ and Re are each independently of the other hydrogen, halogen, (VCealkyl, 

G5-G 24 aiyVG6-G24aralkyl r G^ 

hydrogen, CrC 8 alkyl, C 5 -C 2 4aryl, Ce-C 24 aralkyl or vinyl. 

Alkyl groups as substituents R t to R 7 can be straight chain or branched. Examples which 
may be mentioned are methyl, ethyl, n-propyl, isopropyl, n-butyl, sec-butyl, Isobutyl, 
tert-butyl, n-pentyl, neopentyl, isopentyl, n-hexyl and isohexyl. 

Alkoxy groups as substituents R4 to Re can be, for example, methoxy, ethoxy, n-propoxy, 
isopropoxy, n-butoxy or tert-butoxy. 

Examples of C 5 -C 24 aryl groups are phenyl, tolyl, mesityl, isityl, diphenyl, naphthyl and anthryl. 
Phenyl is preferred. 

Heteroaryl group preferably contain 4 or 5 C atoms and one or two heteroatoms selected 

from O, S and N. Examples are pyrrolyl, furanyl, thiophenyl, oxazolyl, thiazolyl, pyridyl, 

pyrazinyl, pyrimidinyl, pyridazinyl, indolyl, purinyl or chinolyl. 

Aralkyl groups as substituents R4 to R 7 can be, for example, benzyl, 2-phenyIethyl, 
. tolylmethyl, mesitylmethyl and 4-chlorophenylmethyl. 

Suitable dialkylamino groups are, for example, diethylamino, diisopropylamino, 
di-n-propylamino, N-methy!-N-ethylamino and, in particular, dimethylamino or pyrrolidino. 

Suitable cyclic amino groups are pyrrolidino and piperidino. 

Halogen atoms as substituents R4 to R 6 are preferably fluorine, chlorine or bromine, but in 
particular chlorine. 



Preferred compositions according to the invention contain as component (a) a compound of 
formula II wherein L is a compound of formula V, VI, VII, VIII, IX, X, XI or XII wherein R4, Rs 
and Re are hydrogen, methyl, amino, pyrrolidino or dimethylamino or L is a cation of the 
formula H-N + (R 7 ) 3 . wherein R 7 is d-Cealkyl. 




Preferred components (a).are compounds of formula I, II, III or IV wherein Ln is Eu, Tb, Dy, 
smorNd. . — ~ — : — — 

Furthermore, compounds of formula II and HI are preferred, wherein Ri and R3 are methyl, 
t-butyl, n-pentyl or phenyl. 

R 2 in formula II is preferably hydrogen. 

Particularly preferred as component (a) are the compounds of formula XIII to CVl: 




o o" 




Some preferred derivatives of structures of type II and III, derived from the^bove drawn 
preferred structures of type J, are compiled In the table below. 
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DMAP: 4-dimethylaminopyridine 

Further suitable lanthanide chelates may contain 

• pyridine, aminopyridine, pyrroiidinopyridine, methylpyridine, methoxypyridine, 

pyridine-N-oxide, bipyridine, phenanthroline, imidazole or any other derived or similar 
N, O or S containing mono- or polydentate ligand in place of DMAP 

piperidinium, ammonium, alkylammonium, dialkylammonium, trialkylammonium, pyridinium 

or any other similar N containing protonated species in place of EtaNH* 

For certain applications it is recommendable to use a combination of different lanthanides, 

for example Eu and Tb. Such a mixture increases the degree of security of the hidden 
colourations, the sophistication of the security level and multiplies the coding possibilities. 

The compounds of formula I, II, 111 and IV are known, for instance from WO 96/20942 and 
from C.R Hurt et at., Nature 212. 179-180 (1966), or can be prepared by methods known 
per se. For example, a ligand such as acetylacetone, benzoylacetone, dibenzoylmethane, 



.• •• - 9 - - •. .. ' . • 

dipivalovlmethane. sali c ylic acid, valeric acid or caproic acid can be reacted under suitable: . 
conditions wi t h a rare earth metal halide such as a lant hantae tncniondelp proquce tne rare 
earth metal chelate. Further reaction with the monodentate or polydentate nitrogen^, oxygen- 
or sulfur-containing ligand L thus yielding.the rare earth metal chelate compounds of formula 
I, II, III and IV. 

The luminescent lanthanide chelate can be applied as a solution or as a powder, as a 
solution or as a dispersion. 

Accordingly, component (b) may be water, an organic solvent, a mixture of two or more 
organic solvents or a mixture of water and one or more organic solvents. 

Preferably, component (b) is water, one or more water-miscible organic solvents or a mixture 
of water and one or more water-miscible organic solvents. 

Suitable organic solvents Include alcohols, glycols, ether alcohols, sulfoxides, amides, 
am j n ae h ^ rn r yH i r solv e nts , kptones others , ester?, n i trite s a nd aliph a t i c , cy cl oaliph a t i c — 
and aromatic hydrocarbons. 

Examples of suitable organic solvents are methanol, ethanol, n-propanol, isopropanol, 
n-butanol, glycerol, ethylene glycol, propylene glycol, dlethylene glycol, dipropylene glycol, 
polyethylene glycol, polypropylene glycol, ethylene glycol monoethylether, polyethyleneglycol 
dimethyether, ethoxybutanol, 2-butoxyethanol, dimethylsulfoxide (DMSO), 
dimethylformamide (DMF), dimethylacetamide (DMA), N-methylpyrrolidone (NMP), acetone, 
2-butanone, diethylether, di-n-propylether, tetrahydrofurane (THF). ethyl acetate, ethyl 
propionate, acetonitrile, pyridine, n-pentane, n-hexane, cyclohexane, benzene and toluene. 

The water-miscible organic solvent is preferably an aliphatic alcohol, etheralcohol, glycol, 
aliphatic ketone, carboxylic acid ester, carboxylic acid amide, aliphatic nitrile, aliphatic 
polyether or aliphatic sulfoxide. : . .„_: 

Particularly preferred water-miscible organic solvents are ethanol. 2-butoxyethanol, ethylene 
glycol, propylene glycol, acetone, 2-butanone, ethyl acetate, tetrahydrofurane (THF), 
dimethylformamide (DMF), dimethylacetamide (DMA), N-methylpyrrolidone (NMP), 
acetonitrile, polyethyleneglycol dimethyether and dimethylsulfoxide (DMSO). 
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The compositions according to the invention may, in addition to components (a) and (b), 
"comprise^ne^ore^miDTe"cotorantB"(c). 

Suitable colorants are the well-known pigments and dyes including mixtures of different 
pigments and dyes. 

In the compositions according to the present invention the amounts of components (a) and 
(b) and where appropriate (c) and/or further ingredients (d) can vary within wide ranges. 

For a mass-dyeing process, the compositions according to the present invention consist of 
component (a). Optionally, further ingredients (c) and/or (d) may also be added together with 

(a) in order to give simultaneous supplementary propertie(s) to the polymeric material in 
addition to the UV-Iuminescence. 

For a dyeing process, preferred compositions contain 0.01 to 20.0 %, more preferably 0.05 
to 10 % and in particular 0.1 to 5.0 %, by weig ht of component (a) and 80.Q to 99.99 % t 
more preferably 90.0 to 99.95 % and in particular 95.0 to 99.9 %, by weight of component 

(b) , based on the total amount of components (a) + (b). 

The amount of component (c) depends on the type of substrate as well as on the specific 
pigment or dye. Advantageous amounts will generally be 0.01% to 15% by weight and 
especially 0.1% to 10% by weight, of colorant based on the weight of fibre. 

Further ingredients (d) which may be present in the compositions according to the invention 
are e.g. optical brighteners, biocides, bactericides, fungicides insecticides and fragrance. 

The compositions containing at least one lanthanide chelate can be prepared by any suitable 
method known to those of ordinary skill in the art. For example, the components of the 
composition can be combined and mixed in a suitable mixer or blender. 

The compositions according to the invention are useful for impregnating manufactured 
natural, artificial and especially synthetic hydrophobic materials, especially textile materials. 



Textile materials composed of blend fabrics comprising such manufactured natural polymer 

oiisyjitheticJxydra^ 

the invention. 

Useful manufactured natural polymer textile materials are especially wool, cotton, silk, 
cellulose acetate and cellulose triacetate. 

Synthetic hydrophobic textile materials are especially linear aromatic polyesters, for example 
polyesters formed from a terephthalic acid and glycols, particularly ethylene glycol, or 
condensation products of terephthalic acid and 1,4-bis(hydroxymethyl)cyclohexane; 
polycarbonates, for example those formed from a.a-dimethyW^'-dihydroxydiphenylmethane 
and phosgene; or fibres based on polyvinyl chloride or polyamide. * 

The formulations according to the invention are applied to the textile materials according to 
known dyeing processes. For example, polyester fibres are exhaust dyed from an aqueous 
dispersion in the presence of customary anionic or nonionic dispersants with or without — ~ 
customary earners at temperatures between 80 and 140°C, preferably between 120 and 
135°C. Cellulose acetate is preferably dyed at between 6016 85°C and cellulose triacetate at' 
up to115°C. 



The formulations used according to the invention are useful for dyeing by the thermosol, 
exhaust and continuous processes and for printing processes. The exhaust process is 
preferred. The liquor ratio depends on the apparatus, the substrate and the make-up form. 
However, the liquor ratio can be chosen to be within a wide range, for example in the range 
from 4:1 to 100:1, but it preferably is between 6:1 to 25:1. 

The textile material mentioned may be present in the various processing forms, for example 
— as-a-fibreryanrvor web or as a woven or loop-formingly knitted'fatJrid: 

The luminescent lanthanide chelates of the invention are likewise useful for mass-dyeing of 
plastics. - . . 
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Acc ordingly, t he i nvention further relates to a process for the preparation of luminescent 
plasticscharacterizedin^hattheTJlaste 

% by weight, based on the amount of plastics material, of a compound of formula I, II, III or 
IV. 

Plastics useful for mass dyeing include for example dyeable high molecular weight organic 
materials (polymers) having a dielectric constant ^ 2.5, especially polyester, polycarbonate 
(PC), polystyrene (PS), polypropylene (PP), polymethyi methacrylate (PMMA), polyamide, 
polyethylene, polypropylene, styrene/acrylonitrile (SAN) or acrylonitrile/butadiene/styrene 
(ABS). Preference is given to polyester and polyamide. Particular preference is given to 
linear aromatic polyesters obtainable by polycondensation of terephthalic acid and glycols, 
especially ethylene glycol, or condensation products of terephthalic acid and 
1 ,4-bis(hydroxymethyl)cyclohexane, for example polyethylene terephthalate (PET) or 
polybutylene terephthalate (PBTP); polycarbonates, for example polycarbonates formed 
from a^-dimethyl^.^-dihydroxydiphenylmethane and phosgene; polymers based on 

pol yv i nyl chloride or polyamide , for exampl e-nylon^ or nylon 6.6» poly s tyrene (PS) or 

polypropylene (PP). 

Very particular preference is given to plastics based on linear aromatic polyesters, for 
example those formed from terephthalic acid and glycols, particularly ethylene glycol, or 
condensation products of terephthalic acid and 1 ,4-bis(hydroxymethyl)cyclohexane, 
polymethyi methacrylate (PMMA), polypropylene (PP) or polystyrene (PS). 

The plastics are dyed for example by mixing the luminescent lanthanide chelate according to 
component (a) into these substrates using roil mills or mixing or grinding apparatus whereby 
the lanthanide chelates are dissolved or finely dispersed in the plastic. The plastic with the 
admixed dyes is then processed in a conventional manner, for example by calendering, 
pressing, extrusion, spread coating, spinning, casting or injection moulding, whereby the 
dyed material acquires its ultimate shape. The mixing of the components can also be 
effected directly prior to the actual processing step, for example by continuously metering 
solid, for example pulverulent, lanthanide chelates and a granulated or pulverulent plastic 
and also optionally additional substances such as for example additives simultaneously 
directly into the inlet zone of an extruder where the mixing-in takes place just prior to the 
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brocessing. In general. However, prior mixing of the lanthanlde chelates info the plastic is v \ 
preferaBleTsince more uniformly impregnated suDsirates are obtainable; . • . ~ 

The invention further relates to luminescent textile fibre and to luminescent plastic prepared 
by the process described above. 

The present invention makes it possible to incorporate colourless or coloured hidden marks 
into various colourless, white, pale coloured or dark coloured substrates, which can be 
revealed under UV exposure. 

The compositions according to the invention distinguish from analogous prior art 
compositions by outstanding luminescence quantum yield, long-lasting luminescence and 
high luminescence intensity. 

The following Examples illustrate the invention. 
Ink Composition A: 

Concentrate of compound IX in 1 ,2-propylene glycol 




1 g of compound VIII is dissolved in 99 g of 1 ,2-propyleneglykol under heating at 100°C for 1 
hour. The clear yellow solution is allowed to cool down and after filtration (clarification) 
provides the stable Ink Composition A which exhibits an intense red luminescence under UV 
light. This concentrate can be further used in either solvent based or aqueous based 

conventional or high-tech (ink-jeQ-pr-inting formulations for- paper, textile, leather r .waod, 

plastic or other compatible substrates. 

Example 1 : 

The impregnation of a cellulosic. bobbin (0.75kg cotton thread 40tex) is performed at.35°C 
for 20 min in an alternated circulation dyeing apparatus (Callebault de Bllcquy) (3 min cycle) 
with a liquour ratio of 1 toiO. The liquour contains 4.5% of the compound of formula XVII 
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(XVII) 



o o 



* in 2-butoxy-ethanol. 

After treatment, centrifugation and air-drying of the bobbin, strong red-orange fluorescence 
is observed under UV light 

Example 2: 

The impregnation of a silk thread (10g) is performed at 25°C for 10-60 min in the same 
liquour and liquour ratio to textile material as described in Example 1. After treatment, 
centrifugation and air-drying of the thread reveals strong red-orange fluorescence under UV 
light. 

Example 3: — 

The impregnation of a patchwork fabric containing several distinct bands of synthetic, 
artificial, natural (vegetal and animal) fibers (20g) is performed at 25°C for 10-60 min in the 
same liquour and liquour ratio to textile material as described in Example 1. After treatment, 
centrifugation and air-drying of the patchwork reveals on most fibers strong red-orange . 
fluorescence under UV light. 

Equivalent results are obtained from similar processes using other lanthanide complexes, 
exhibiting other emission wavelength under irradiation in the UV (e.g. terbium, dysprosium, 
samarium, neodymium). 

Example 4: 

High temperature dyeing (HTD) of a polyester (PES) -filament (135°C, 60mih) 

A PES filament (10g) is introduced in a 250mL bottle tight against leakage, containing 200ml 
of dyeing bath (i.e. bath ratio 1 to 20). 

The dyeing bath is prepared as a mixture of the following two solutions : 

o a solvent-based solution (5 to 30ml) containing 3-5% of the lanthanide 

complex of formula XVII dissolved in NMP 
o an aqueous solution at pH=4.5 (195 to 170ml) containing 
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• . * • 0.6g/l of Univadin DP (Ciba Specialty Chemicals) • 

— — J — >r— ^gV^rcibateTrA^ • - • . ■ . ■ 

■ ■ 0.4g/l sodium hydrogencarbonate 
The bottle is installed in a rotating high temperature dyeing autoclave with a starting bath 
temperature of 70°C. The temperature is then raised to 135°C over 30 min and kept stable 
for further 1 hour. The treatment temperature is finally decreased down to 40°C over 15 min, 
after which the thread is removed from the bottle, rinsed for 5 min with warm water (35°C), 
spin dried and finally dried with hot air (90-1 05°C). The thus treated PES filament exhibits a 
strong red-orange fluorescence under irradiation at 365nm. 

Example 5: 

High temperature dyeing (HTD) of a velvet PES fabric ( 135"C, 60min) 

A velvet PES fabric (10g) is introduced in a 250ml bottle tight against leakage, containing ., 

200ml of dyeing bath (Le. bath ratio 1 to 20). 

The dyeing bath is prepared as a mixture of the following two solutions : 

o a solvent-hased solution (5 to 30.mL) c ontaining 3-5% of the lanthanide _ — 

complex of formula XVII dissolved in NMP 
o an aqueous solution at pHf4.5_(1 95 to 170ml) containing 

■ 0.6g/l of Univadin DP (Ciba Specialty Chemicals) 

■ 2.5g/l of CibatexAB 45 (Ciba Specialty Chemicals) 

■ 0.4g/l sodium hydrogenocarbonate 

The bottle is installed in a rotating high temperature dyeing autoclave with a starting bath 
temperature of 70°C. The temperature is then raised to 135°C over 30 min and kept stable 
for further 1 hour. The treatment temperature is finally decreased down to 40°C over 15 min, 
after which the thread is removed from the bottle, rinsed for 5 min with warm water (35°C), 
spin dried and finally dried with hot air (90-1 05°C). The thus treated PES filament exhibits a 
strong red-orange fluorescence under irradiation at 365nm. 



Example 6: 

High temperature dyeing (HTD) of a velvet PES fabric (135°C, 60min) 

A white velvet PES fabric (10g) is introduced in a 250mL bottle tight against leakage, 

containing 200ml of dyeing bath (i.e. bath ratio 1 to 20). 

The dyeing bath is prepared as a mixture of the following two solutions : 



# 
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o a solvent-based solution (5 to 30ml) containing 3-5% of the lanthanide 
complex-XV 



dissolved in NMP 
o an aqueous solution at pH=4.5 (195 to 170ml) containing 

■ 0.6g/i of Univadin DP (Ciba Specialty Chemicals) 

■ 2.5g/l of Cibatex AB 45 (Ciba Specialty Chemicals) 

■ 0.4g/l sodium hydrogencarbonate 



The bottle is installed in a rotating high temperature dyeing autoclave with a starting bath 
temperature of 70°C. The temperature is then raised to 135°C over 30 min and kept stable 
for further 1 hour. The treatment temperature is finally decreased down to 40°C over 15 min, 
after which the thread is removed from the bottle, rinsed for 5 min with warm water (35°C), 
spin dried and finally dried with hot air (90-1 05°C). The thus treated velvet PES fabric is 
white and exhibits a strong green fluorescence under irradiation at 254nm. 



Example 7: 

High temperature dyeing (HTD) of a polyamide (PA) tricot (135°C, 60min) 

A PA tricot (10g) is introduced in a 250mL bottle tight against leakage, containing 200mL of 

dyeing bath (i.e. bath ratio 1 to 20). 

The dyeing bath is prepared as a mixture of the following two solutions : 



o a solvent-based solution (5 to 30mL) containing 3-5% of the lanthanide 

complex XVII dissolved in NMP 
o an aqueous solution at pH=4.5 (195 to 170ml) containing 

■ 0.6g/l of Univadin DP (Ciba Specialty Chemicals) 

- 2.5g/l of Cibatex AB 45 (Ciba Specialty Chemicals) 

■ 0.4g/l sodium hydrogencarbonate 



The bottle is installed in a rotating high temperature dyeing autoclave-with-a starting bath 
temperature of 70°C. The temperature is then raised to 135°C over 30 min and kept stable 
for further 1 hour. The treatment temperature is finally decreased down to 40°C over 15 min, 
after which the thread is removed from the bottle, rinsed for 5 min with warm water (35°C), 
spin dried and finally dried with hot air (90-1 05° C). The thus treated PA tricot exhibits a 
strong red-orange fluorescence under irradiation at 365nm. 




(XV) 



Example 8: : : :; s . : : 

-^igh1emperatam-dyemg-(H^ v~ 
A white PA tricot (10g) is introduced in a 250ml bottle tight against ieakage, containing - 
200ml of dyeing bath (i.e. bath ratio 1 to 20). 

The dyeing bath is prepared as a mixture of the following two solutions : 

o a solvent-based solution (5 to 30mL) containing 3-5% of the lanthanide 

complex XV dissolved in NMP 
o an aqueous solution at pH=4.5 (195 to 170ml) containing 
■ 0,6g/l of Univadin DP (Ciba Specialty Chemicals) 
- 2.5g/l of Cibatex AB 45 (Ciba Specialty Chemicals) 
» 0.4g/l sodium hydrogenocarbonate 
The bottle is installed in a rotating high temperature dyeing autoclave with a starting bath 
temperature of 70°C. The temperature is then raised to 135°C over 30 min and kept stable 
for further 1 hour. The treatment temperature is finally decreased down to 40°C over 15 min; 
after which the thread is removed from the bottle, rinsed for 5 min with warm water (35°C), 

spin dried and finally dried with hot air f90-105 o C). The th us treated PA tricot is white and ^ 

exhibits a green fluorescence under irradiation at 254nm. 



Example 9: 

High temperature dyeing (HTD) of a transparent colourless PA thread (135°C, 60min) 
A transparent colourless PA thread (10g) is introduced in a 250ml bottle tight against 
leakage, containing 200ml of dyeing bath (/.e. bath ratio 1 to 20). 
The dyeing bath is prepared as a mixture of the following two solutions : 

o a solvent-based solution (5 to 30ml) containing 3-5% of the lanthanide 

complex XVII dissolved in NMP 
o an aqueous solution at pH=4.5 (195 to 170ml) containing 
» 0.6g/l of Univadin DP (Ciba Specialty Chemicals) 

■ 2.5g/l of Cibatex AB 45 (Ciba Specialty Chemic als) 

■ 0.4g/l sodium hydrogenocarbonate 

The bottle is installed in a rotating high temperature dyeing autoclave with a starting bath 
temperature of 70°C. The temperature is then raised to 135°C over 30 min and kept stable 
for further 1 hour. The treatment temperature is finally decreased down to 40°C over 15 min, 
after which the thread is removed from the bottle, rinsed for 5 min with warm water (35°C), 
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spin dried and finally dried with hot air (90-1 05°C). The thus treated transparent PES thread 
exhibits-a strong-red=orange4Iuorescence-under-irradiation-at-365nm. 

Example 10: 

Incorporation of XVII in polyamide (PA) by mass-dyeing process 

Extruded Ultramid B3K in the presence of 2% of the lanthanide complex XII for 2 min at 

260°C results in red-orange fluorescence upon irradiation at 365nm. 

Example 1 1 : 

Incorporation of XVII in polystyrene (PS) by mass-dyeing process 

Extruded Polystyrol H165 in the presence of 2% of the lanthanide complex XVII for 5 min at 
300°C results in red-orange fluorescence upon irradiation at 365nm. 

Example 12: 

Incorporation of XVII in polypropylene (PP) by mass-dyeing process 
A homogenised mixture of polypropylene granules (200g) and compounds XVII (2g) is 
introduced in the fusion chamber (200°C) of a 3mm cable extruder. After cooling in a water 
bath, the thus obtained rigid cable is cut into granules again, which are in turn introduced in 
the fusion chamber (230°C) of a filament extruder. The thus obtained transparent 
multifilament thin polypropylene thread (8dtex) exhibits a strong red-orange fluorescence 
upon excitation at 365nm. 

Example 13: 

Incorporation of XVII in polypropylene (PP) by mass-dyeing process 

Similar process and resulting fluorescent properties are obtained with simultaneous use of 

Titanium dioxide together with compound XVII. 

Example 14: 

Incorporation of XVII in poly(methylmethacrylate) (PMMA) by mass-dyeing process 
Extruded Plexiglas 6N in the presence of 2% of the lanthanide complex XVII for 5 min at 
260°C results in red-orange fluorescence upon irradiation at 365nm. 

Example 15: 
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Incorporation of XVII in acrylonitrile/butadiene/styrene-copolymer (ABS) by mass-dyeing 

process^ : — ~ ~~~ r - : ~. ~7~^~r- T - ^ 

Extruded Teriuran 877M in the presence of 2% of the lanthanlde complex XVII for 5 min at 
220°C results In red-orange fluorescence upon irradiation at 365nm. 

Example 16: 

High temperature dyeing (HTD) of a coloured PES thin thread (135°C, 60min) 
A thin cyan PES thread (10g) - previously mass-dyed with a mixture of Irgalite Blue GLGP 
(C.I. Pigment Blue 15:3), titanium dioxide (CI. Pigment White 6) and carbon black (C.I. 
Pigment Black 7) - Is introduced in a 250ml bottle tight against leakage, containing 200ml of 
dyeing bath (i.e. bath ratio 1 to 20). 

The dyeing bath is prepared as a mixture of the following two solutions: 

o a solvent-based solution (5 to 30ml) containing 3-5% of the lanthanide 

complex XV dissolved in NMP 
o an aqueous solution at pH=4. 5 (195 to 170m!) containing 
■ 0.6a/l of Univadin DP (Ciba Specialty Chemicals) : ^_ 

■ 2.5g/l of Cibatex AB 45 (Ciba Specialty Chemicals) 

■ 0.4g/l sodium hydrogencarbonate 

The bottle is installed in a rotating high temperature dyeing autoclave with a starting bath 
temperature of 70°C. The temperature is then raised to 135°C over 30 min and kept stabler 
for further 1 hour. The treatment temperature is finally decreased down to 40°C over 15 min, 
after which the thread is removed from the bottle, rinsed for 5 min with warm water (35°C). 
spin dried and finally dried with hot air (90-1 05°C). The thus treated thin cyan PES thread is 
cyan and exhibits a strong green fluorescence under irradiation at 254nm and no 
fluorescence under irradiation at 365nm. 

Example 17: 

High temperature dyeing (HTD) o f a coloured P ES thin thread (135°C, 60min) 

A thin black PES thread (10g) - previously mass-dyed with a pigment mixture containing 
titanium dioxide (C.I. Pigment White 6) and carbon black (C.I. Pigment Black 7) - is 
introduced in a 250ml bottle tight against leakage, containing 200ml of dyeing bath (i.e. bath 
ratio 1 to 20). 

The dyeing bath is prepared as a mixture of the following two solutions: 
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o a solvent-based solution (5 to 30ml) containing 3-5% of the lanthanlde 

complex-XV-dissolvechn-NMP 

o an aqueous solution at pH=4.5 (195 to 170ml) containing 

■ 0.6g/l of Univadin DP (Ciba Specialty Chemicals) 

■ 2.5g/l of Cibatex AB 45 (Ciba Specialty Chemicals) 

■ 0.4g/l sodium hydrogenocarbonate 

The bottle is installed in a rotating high temperature dyeing autoclave with a starting bath 
temperature of 70°C. The temperature is then raised to 135°C over 30 min and kept stable 
for further 1 hour. The treatment temperature is finally decreased down to 40°C over 15 min, 
after which the thread is removed from the bottle, rinsed for 5 min with warm water (35°C), 
spin dried and finally dried with hot air (90-1 05°C). The thus treated thin black PES thread is 
black and exhibits a strong green fluorescence under irradiation at 254nm and no 
fluorescence under Irradiation at 365nm. 

Example 18: 

High temperature dveino (HTD) of a coloured PES thin thread (135°C. 60min) 

A thin yellow PES thread (10g) - previously mass-dyed with Filester Yellow RNB(C./. 
Pigment Yellow 147) - is introduced in a 250ml bottle tight against leakage, containing 200ml 
of dyeing bath (/.e, bath ratio 1 to 20). 

The dyeing,bath is prepared as a mixture of the following two solutions: 

o a solvent-based solution (5 to 30ml) containing 3-5% of the lanthanide 

complex XV dissolved in NMP 
o an aqueous solution at pH=4.5 (195 to 170ml) containing 

■ 0.6g/l of Univadin DP (Ciba Specialty Chemicals) 

■ 2.5g/l of Cibatex AB 45 (Ciba Specialty Chemicals) 

■ 0.4g/l sodium hydrogencarbonate 

The bottle is installed In a rotating high temperature dyeing autoclave with a starting bath 
temperature of 70°C. The temperature is then raised to 135°C over 30 min and kept stable 
for further 1 hour. The treatment temperature is finally decreased down to 40°C over 15 min, 
after which the thread is removed from the bottle, rinsed for 5 min with warm water (35°C), 
spin dried and finally dried with hot air (90-1 05°C). The thus treated thin yellow PES thread Is 
yellow and exhibits a strong green-yellow fluorescence under irradiation at 254nm and no 
fluorescence under irradiation at 365nm. 
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Example 19:- • • ■ ; • • •; ■; •.. . ,"" ■ - 

^— — r^igMemperature^yeing-(HTB)-QtePE^^ . " , '.. ■ — : 

A PES filament (10g) is introduced in a 250ml bottle tight against leakage, containing. 200ml 
of dyeing bath (/.e. bath ratio 1 to 20). 

The dyeing bath is prepared as a mixture of the following two solutions : 

o a solvent-based solution (5 to 30ml) containing 3-5% of the lanthanide 
complex 
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dissolved in NMP 
o an aqueous solution at pH=4.5 (195 to 170mL) containing 

■ 0.6g/l of Univadin DP (Ciba Specialty Chemicals) 

■ 2.5g/l of Cibatex AB 45 (Ciba Specialty Chemicals) 

■ 0.4g/l sodium hydrogenocarbonate 

Th o bottl e is installed in a rota tin g high t e mp o raturo dy e ing autoclav e with a starting bath 

temperature of 70°C. The temperature is then raised to 135°C over 30 min and kept stable 
for further 1 hour. The treatment temperature is finally decreased down to 40°C over 15 min, 
after which the thread is removed from the bottle, rinsed for 5 min with warm water (35°C), 
spin dried and finally dried with hot air (90-1 05°C). The thus treated PES filament exhibits a 
strong red-orange fluorescence under irradiation at 365nm. 



Example 20: 

High temperature dyeing (HTD) of a PES filament (135"C, 60min) 

A white PES filament (10g) is introduced in a 250ml bottle tight against leakage, containing 
200ml of dyeing bath {i.e. bath ratio 1 to 20). 

The dyeing bath is prepared as a mixture of the following two solutions : 
o a NMP suspension. (5 to 30ml) containing 2% of the lanthanide complex 




o an aqueous solution at pH=4.5 (195 to 170ml) containing 
■ 0.6g/l of Univadin DP (Ciba Specialty Chemicals) 
- 2.5g/l of Cibatex AB 45 (Ciba Specialty Chemicals) 
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■ 



0.4g/1 sodium hydrogenocarbonate 



The Ixottl^isinstalledin'aTotating high leriiperature-dyeing^utoclave-with-a-starting-'bath 

temperature of 70°C. The temperature is then raised to 135°C over 30 min and kept stabte 
for further 1 hour. The treatment temperature is finally decreased down to 40°C over 15 min, 
after which the thread is removed from the bottle, rinsed for 5 min with warm water (35°C) f 
spin dried and finally dried with hot air (90-1 05°C). The thus treated white PES filament is 
white and exhibits a pink-red fluorescence under irradiation at 254nm and no fluorescence 
under irradiation at 365nm. 

Example 21: 

High temperature dyeing (HTD) of a PES filament (135°C t 60min) 

A white PES filament (10g) is introduced in a 250ml bottle tight against leakage, containing 
200ml of dyeing bath (Le. bath ratio 1 to 20). 

The dyeing bath is prepared as a mixture of the following two solutions : 



dissolved in NMP 
o an aqueous solution at pH=4.5 (195 to 170ml) containing 

■ 0.6g/l of Univadin DP (Ciba Specialty Chemicals) 

■ 2.5g/l of Cibatex AB 45 (Ciba Specialty Chemicals) 

■ 0.4g/l sodium hydrogenocarbonate 



The bottle is installed in a rotating high temperature dyeing autoclave with a starting bath 
temperature of 70°C. The temperature is then raised to 135°C over 30 min and kept stable 
for further 1 hour. The treatment temperature is finally decreased down to 40°C over 15 min, 
after which the thread is removed from the bottle, rinsed for 5 min with warm water (35°C), 
spin dried and finally dried with hot air (90-1 05°C). The thus treated white PES filament is 
white and exhibits a green fluorescence under irradiation at 254nm and no fluorescence 
under irradiation at 365nm. 



o a solvent-based solution (5 to 30ml) containing 3-5% of the lanthanide 
complex 
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Example 22: 

High temperature dyeing (HTD) of PES (135°C, 60min) 



All above experiments of High Temperature Dyeing are also realised without using NMP; by 

-a-similan)TepaTatiorrTTretrrocHoi^ 

with the UV fluorescent lanthanide chelate to be applied. 

Example 23: 

Transfer printing with UV fluorescent lanthanide chelates is performed by using transfer 
printing formulations containing one or more UV fluorescent lanthanide chelates. These 
formulations are prepared in a similar way to conventional transfer printing formulations, 
either by using one or more lanthanide chelates in place of disperse dyes, or by using one or 
more lanthanide chelates in addition to the disperse dye(s). 



What is claimed is 



1 . A process for the preparation of luminescent polymeric fibres characterised in that the - 
fibres are treated with a composition comprising 

(a) one or more luminescent lanthanide chelates containing three or four organic anionic 
ligands having at least one UV absorbing group and 

(b) one or more solvents. 



2. A process according to claim 1 characterized in that component (a) is a compound of 
formula I 

U-Ln^OOn (I), 
wherein Ln represents a lanthanide, 

Ch" is a negatively charged ligand containing at least one UV absorbing double bond, 
n denotes 3 or 4, m denotes a number from 0 to 4, 

in case n is 3, m denotes a number from 0 to 4 and L is a neutral monodentate or 
polydentate nitrogen-, oxygen- or sulfur-con taining ligand or, in case n is 4, m denotes 1 and 
L is a single-charged cation. 



3. A process according to claim 1 characterized in that component (a) is a compound of 
formula II, III or IV 



L— Ln 



3+ 




(ID. 



3+ 



L„; Ln 

L m -Ln 3 *[Ri-01n 



T 

O 



(HI). 



n 



(IV), 



wherein Ln represents a lanthanide, 

n denotes 3 or 4, m denotes a number from 0 to 4 



-25- 



in case n is 3, m denotes a number from 0 to 4 and L is a neutral monodentate or 
poi vaentatemtroqen-. oxy g en- o r sulfur -containing ligand or r in c ase n is 4. m denotes l~an7f 
L is a single-charged cation, 
R 2> is hydrogen or d-Cealkyl, and 

R t and R3 are each independently of the other hydrogen, d-Cealkyl, CF 3t C«rC 24 aryl or 
C 4 -C 24 heteroaryL 

4. A process according to claim 2 or 3 characterized in that component (a) is a compound of 
formula I, II, III or IV wherein n denotes 3 and L is a nitrogen-containing ligand. 

5. A process according to claim 2 or 3 characterized in that component (a) is a compound of 
formula l f II, III or IV wherein L is a compound of formulae V to XII 




(XII), 



or a cation of the formula H-N + (R 7 ) 3 , 
wherein R4, R5 and R 6 are each independently of the other hydrogen, halogen, CrC 6 alkyl, 
C 5 -C 24 aryl, C 6 -C 24 aralkyl, d-Cealkoxy, amino, dialkylamino or a cyclic amino group and R 7 is 
hydrogen, Of Cialkyl, C^C^aryl, C 6 -C 24 aralkyl or vinyl. 

6. A process according to claim 5 characterized in that component (a) is a compound of 
formula II wherein L is a compound of formula V, VI, VII, VIII, IX, X, XI or XII wherein R4, R5 
and Rs are hydrogen, methyl, amino, pyrrolidino or dimethylamino or L is a cation of the 
formula H-N* (R 7 >3.wherein R 7 is d-C 6 alkyL 
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7. A process according to claim 2 Qr 3 characterized in that component (a) is a compound of - 
famtala^lTltt^ ■ - '-• ' • ■■ 

8. A process according to claim 3 characterized in that component (a) is a compound of 
formula II or ill wherein and Ra are methyl, t-butyi, n-pentyl or phenyl. 

9. A process according to claim 3 characterized in that component (a) is a compound of 
formula II wherein R 2 is hydrogen. 

10. A process according to claim 3 characterized in that component (a) is a compound of 
formula XIII to Lll 




Eu 



((HsCJsC^.^^.CCCH,),^ (XXXVII), 



Eu 



3* 



o o 



(Oy^ch 3 ) 3 



o o 



(XXXVIII). 



Eu 



9* 




(XXXIX). 



Eu 



O O 




O O 



(XXXX). 



Dy* ( H 3 



-CH 3 j 3 (XXXXI). 



Dy 



3» 



o o" 




o o 



(XXXXII). 



Dy** ((H 3 C) 3 C< 



-C(CH3) 3 j 3 (XXXXIII). 



Dy 




(XXXXIV). 



o o 



o o 



Dy 




(XXXXV), 



Dy 



O O 




O O 



(XXXXVI), 



Nd 



,3* 



( H 3 C --^^^ ) 3 (XXXXV1I), 



Nd 



Nd" 




(XXXXVlll). 



(L). 



O Cf 6 O 

1 1 . A process according to claim 1 or 2 characterized in that component (b) is water, one or 
more water-miscible organic solvents or a mixture of water and one or more water-miscible 
organic solvents. 
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12. A process according to claim 1 1 characterized in that the water-mis cibl e organic solvent 

j^n^irpfratira^ 

acid amide, aliphatic nitrile, aliphatic polyether or aliphatic sulfoxide. 

13. A process according to claim 1 1 characterized In that the water-miscible organic solvent 
is selected from the group consisting of ethanol, 2-butoxyethanol, ethylene glycol, propylene 
glycol, acetone, 2-butanone, ethyl acetate, dimethylformamide (DMF), dimethylacetamide 
(DMA), N-methylpyrrolidone (NMP), acetonitrile, polyethyleneglycol dimethyether and 
dimethylsulfoxide (DMSO). 

14. A process according to claim 1 characterized in that the formulation contains 0.01 to 20.0 
% by weight of component (a) and 80.0 to 99.99 % by weight of component (b), based on 
the total amount of components (a) + (b). 

15. A process according to claim 1 characterized in that the formulation contains additionally 
(c) one or more colorants 

16. A process for the preparation of luminescent plastics characterized in that the plastics 
material is extruded in the presence of 0.01 - 10.0 % by weight, based on the amount of 
polymeric material, of a compound of formula II or III according to claim 3. 

17. A luminescent textile fibre prepared by the process according to claim 1. 

18. A luminescent plastic prepared by the process according to claim 16. 
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lnk Compositions . ; " ; ; 

Abstract- — : 

The invention relates to a process for the preparation of luminescent textile fibres 
characterized in that the fibres are treated with a composition comprising 

(a) one or more luminescent lanthanide chelates containing three organic anionic ligands 
having at least one UV absorbing group and 

(b) one or more solvents. 
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